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INTRODUCTION.

" The foll(;wing prayers and bymns
are translated from the german ; and an
attempt hasbeen made to render thesense ~
of them as faithfully as possible : it has
therefore been difficult to transfuse into
our idiom the strength and elegance of
the originals ; because, from the differ-
ent construction and mode of expression
of the two ladguages, there might have
been a danger of sacrificing truth to cor-
rectness of style ; which would havebeen
less excusable in compositions of this na=

ture than in any other.

" 'The prayers were written by the
Rev’d Dr. Seiler, whose excellent ex-



INTRODUCTION.

planatory works on the Scriptures may
be considered as models of rational and
enlightened piety, which are equally
calculated to improve the understanding
and touch the heart. Thesame commen-
dation may be given to these prayers,
if the Translator has not totallyobscured
their lustre by too scrupulously endea-

vouring to preserve it.

The -hymns are from different Au- .
thors, and in them it has been even still
less easy to preserve the chaste simplicity

and fervent devotion of the originals,

/' Some of them are from Gellert, whose

admirable letters and fables “are well
known in this country.



RENEWAL OF THE
- BAPTISMAL COVENANT.
A
PRAYER BY SEILER.

In the moit solemn manner I agﬁh
repeat the vow, which I formerly made
to thee, O my God! and herewith I
surrender myself asthy property, and as

" . a saerifice holy unto thee. I faithfully

premise to renounce the service of un-
tighteousness ; and, strengthened by thy
grace, 10 disengage myself from the do-
minion of inordinate desires, from the
depraved habits of the world, and from
all that is comtrary to thy will. I form



the most serious resolution ( the siﬁ\cerity
of which is known to thee, O thou
searcher of hearts ) to love thee, my
héavel.ﬂy Father, with filial affection ; to
have thy omnipresence continually be-
fore my sight, and to let my sentiments
be at all times governed by the fear of
thee. Inthee alone I will put my trust
for all that concerns me ; in thy‘power,
thy wisdom, and thy goodness I will seek
my consolation ; thy word I will prize
above all things ; and in all that I un<
dertake, as far as in me lies, I will en-
deavour to promote thy glory. Into thy
fatherly hands, O Lord ! I commit my.
life and being, all that I am, and possess.:
May my body be henceforth a temple



sacred unto thee, and all my members
and senées instruments wherewith I may
execute thy will ! may my understanding
be ever more enlightened by the know-
ledge of thee, and my will surrendered
- with resignation unto the easy yoke of
thy commandments ! May all my desires
and affections be principally directed
towards thee as the supreme object of
all my wishes ! Whatever good I may
hereafter do, let me never more do it
from the sordid motive of self interest,
orto be seen of men ; but aboveall things
~ with the view of pleasing thee, O my
God ! of advancing the best interests of
my brethren and through faith, in good
works, of rendering myself capable of



soul ! How great the comfort for meif T
continue inthis frame of mind well plea-
sing to thee ! Thou wilt be, and remain, '
my covenanted friend, my protector, my
Redeemer, my Father, and my God;
in whom I may confide in every exigen-
¢y ; who will never abandon me, his
child; who, through Christ, givespeace
to my conscience ; fills my heart with
divine joy, with tranquillity, with hope,
and with the foretaste of Heaven. what
can now rob me ofmy comfort or coue
rage ? who shall condemnne, or sepa~
rate me from my God ? Mountains may
depart, and hills may be removed ; but
his grace will not depart from me; nei-

ther will the covenant ofhis peace be



removed, saith the Lord, that hath mer-
cy on me * Behold I have redeemed thee
I have called thee by thy name; thou
art mine.** Yes [ amthine, O beloved
Father! I am thy creature, thy redeem-
ed, thy subject ; thine by covenant, and,
O'nameof consolation! thy Child! pre-
serve me in this intimate communion
with thee! guard me against all the
dangersin which I might lose my blessed
inheritance ! Fulfill in me also thy pro-
mises, O my Saviour ! I know my sheep,
and I give unto them eternal life ; and
they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of my Father’'s

‘ Isaiah liv, x, ** Isaiah xliii, i.



hand. *** Yes ! for this cause I remain
in full confidence that the God, whe.
commenced the good work in me, will

also accomplish it, even unto the day of
the Lord Jesus Christ ; in whom I will

live and die ; that I may behisindeath,
and in life eternal ! Amen,

s*# St Tohn x. xxvii , xxviii.



‘& PRAYBR PY SEILER.
LORD ! Wwo? MY WILL,
BUT THINE, BE DONE!

Boubtless we should be much hap.
piér, © Lord ! if we would bring our-
selves to seek our tranquitlity in a quiet
submission' to' thy digpénsationd and
coramaridmends, rather thian in the puir-
switof our own capricioisdesites, With
wihtat cortent We'shiowdd bear our fafé,
if we mever lost sigh€ of the conviéetion
thoet thy wil is always the best ; that
amonggst all the changes of the creatures
‘the gweataii of thy goverament rée
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mains, to lead the good beings whom
thou hast formed to the highest degree
ofhappiness which they are capable of
attaining ; that I, as an individual, am
only a-small and insignificant part of
the whole; and that it would be unrea-
sonable in me to expect that so many
millions of noble creatures should be
directed in their various combinations
and circumstances according to my
ideas, and to gratify the desires ( too
often perhaps the very foolish desires)
of my wayward heart ! Let me therefore
in future, O my God ! obey thee with a
tranquil spirii 3 humbly and in silence
adoreand worship thee, O Lord, as the
sole and supreme regent of the universe!



1t

Be pleased to establish in me this foun-
datien ofa permanent tranquillity of
mind ! Give me to submit all my wishes
to thee with the obedience of a child, to
wait without a murmur the issue of thy
dispensations, and to be for ever clearly
eonvinced that allthy ways are perect
goodness and truth ! One thing alone
troubles me, O my Father ! thatmy own
ways are not always the best. The suf-
ferings under which I-am often so
wretched, are they not sometimes the
“fruits of my own folly? O! could I
but be always assured that what I un-
dergois a beloved burdenimposed on me
by thy hand, and not a grievous conse-
quence of the faults I have committed



-

How painfu it is to Jook on ourselvesas

the authors of our vexations, and to be-
obliged to bear what our osyn miscon-

duct has brought upon us! How revi-

ving then is the consolation afforded by
my belief, that the Saviour, whom thou
didst send for the benefit of the human:
race, has, by his sacrifice, annulled the
debt of my offences; that, by his wise

government inthy creation, he even now
makes good these my errors ; and thathe
slso knows how to direct everythingte
thy glory and to my eternal welfare! if
I do but guard myself against wilfal

transgression of thy cemmandments;
thou knowestnot only my weakness, but
3hio the sincerity of my heart ; thou reg



painest whai { have hurt by uninéentiensl
imdiscretion ; and teachest me by myfall,
and by my chastisement, to be wiser in
future. What then can possibly happen
4o me that is not for my good ? with what
eonfidence inthy wisdom and goodness,
O my Ged ! I can now guietly trend the
- paths in which theu leadest me ! yes
© Eord! kwill say, Amen— thy willbe
dome! I am hereas from yesterday; I
capnet see far into futurity, and I dwell
in a small pertien of an immeasurable
Jimgdom. How ean I fathom the secret
-couneil of my ruler ; how can I decide
o the conduct of hiim, whe appoints to
Sums and ‘Stavs their course, who knowe
she thougints of all minds, who pene-
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‘trates with one glanee the millions of
.combinations o£ all created beings, or-
ders each according to justice, and di-
rects it according to his goodnessforthe
common benefit of all ? How deep the
wisdom and mercy of God! Who has
_known the intention of the Lord ? who
has been his counsellor ? why troublest
thou thyself then, O my heart! because
thy wishes are disappointed ? knowest
‘thou also what is to thy advantage ?
Canst thou foresee the sensations, the
desires, the passions, which may arise,in
thee to morrow ? wouldst thou be faith-
ful to God andto virtue amidst the temp-
tations of undisturbed prosperity ? Lord ¢
‘Thy will bedone! All things whichthow
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sendest me, even my sufferings, are good,
All must tend to the adgantage of those
who love God. In what sins might I not
perbaps implicate myself, if the stern
voice of affliction never called me back
from the world ! But now when I look
on the earth with somewhat of a troubled
eye, I see for the first time the trifling
valueofiits possessions ; I mark how vain,
" how transitory, how dangerous theyare ;
how little formed to satisfy my mind,
g;r to become a lasting foundation of my
tranquillity. O ! then my soul longs for
thing§ of more stability : I am then re~
vived by the hope that I shall see my
Saviour, that I shall see a world more

perfect. How great isthen the encrease

.
»



of my confidence te sustain the combat?
How does my tired spirit reposein thie,
who art alone the comfort of my heart;
sndmy God! So goed are thy purposes;
so:béneficial all the ways in which thoa
Jeadest me ¢ It rests indeed with thee td
make appear the most sudden changesin
my fortune. Often already hast -thote
made insfantanesusly the rich poor, dnd
the needy rich ; hast exalted 'the'l‘dﬂ‘y,;
and bast hurled the mighty frony theseat
of honour, Nothingaround me is stable:
all iy in'continual ¢ourse and multdfiyis
eus chinge, On what sheH Ftake Wold
- jw-thivukeertiinty ? wherewithal shall I
epnwele myself wheirwhit is. dear éomeé
fadop-away ; or'when whatdisressod me
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bappens ? With this ; that all things
permitted by thee must finally be salu-
tary for me ; with'this ; that nothing can
hurt me while I hold fast that which is
good : for thou,0 Lord! ““guidest me
*“according to thy counsel,and receivest
‘- me at last with honour. Praised be the
““ Lord daily ! He lays the burden on us,
‘but he also assists us to suppert it.
¢“They who seek him and call upon him
*¢shall never be broughtto shame. Light
“must shine again for the righteous,
“cand joy for the pious hieart. I tarry for
““the Lord ; my soul hopes in him. I
¢ will be silent, and operi not my mouth.
*Thou Lord! wilt bring all well to
s*pass. Amen.” '






THE HAPPINESS OF BEING.
A CHRISTIAN.

“WILL YE ALSO 6O AWAY ? LORD,

»

TO WHOM SHALL WE- GO ? THOU

1

.BAST THE WORDS OF ETERNAL LIFE.”
(St. Tohn. 6. Ixvii. Ixviii. )

Withheartfelt gratitude, O my God!
I rejoice in the blessing thou hast vou-
chsafed to grant me by ordaining that I
should behappy in thee. How good isit
for me to comprehend that I, with all
thy creatures, am placed under the in-
spection of a beloved Father, who al-
ways knows and does what is best for ma



and for all; who by the wisest means
leads those-who fepr him to everlasting
peace, bears patiently with their weak-
ness, turns their fautts to the advantage
of the whole, and ﬁn‘a,ll)' by secret and
marvellous combinations sets all things
right! Thy mocd bas indeed diselosed 4o
me & deadly malady whjch adheres tomy
corrupted nature ; and has taught me
goily sercow Sor say wrebchedness, But
1hew hast shown memy wounds for the
ipesintpurpess.of heeling dhen ~ Wes,
£ mgereifel Fathert it isynith shame and
sepavdance that 1 pesceing ¥ have oontri-
wtad my sharsto ithe general .corryp-
#gn, ithat ] have nepoid thy. goodoen
Wive ingwditade, deranged the bequty



ﬂ',

.nd order of-thy crestion, and therehy
injuced io various ways myself and o-.
thers, Whatis e become of geif the -
.epnseguences of these culpable trams-

. &ressians fall on my head ? Or how ip-
fleed canl expect thaf so poisongus a
saced ag sin should wot bring forth per-
xicious £rui¢ ? Or how ceuldst thou pe

_ justy, ifthon wers to treatithe bad jn the

_same manner asihe good? Praise be

. gto thee, O Godof mescy! for neyealing

-ko.mae the certain path.to flee frem. this
Sestruciion! 1t was not Shy will that I

. shenld. be atasnadly punished for my.sin ;
Sut, that thou mighiest pait apt haw

.aweat an eyl 9 iie; thoap hest made

-huown iin Sasndink santeguennes, and
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thy just' abhorrence, wixich the trans-
" gressor should have felt, in the person
of thy Soh. But that the world miglit
also perceive how beautiful and amiable
“is virtue, thou hast permitted it to ap-
pear with all its heavenly splendour in
“the image of the Most Holy, All will
"be reinstated in him, my Lord and Sa-
viour Jesus Christ ; the demands of eter- .
nal j-ustice. falfilled, the human race re-
formed, and all nature hereafter be re-
newed and restored to its pristine beaufy
and perfection. And am I also to take
part in this glory ? Through thee, O my
- divine M'ediatpr'i is my redeemed soul
‘ to arise from its éarthly dwelling, to be-
bold the new kingdom of truth and righ-
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teousness, to worship thee with all the
children of the Most High, and to serve
God for ever in the garb of boneur and
sanctity ? O my soul praise the Lord,
and my spirit rejoicein God, my Sa-
viour! How wretched I should be if I
could not speak peace to my censcienee
by being taught these beneficent mys-
teries! How anxious if with the uncer-
tainty of the sceptick, who torments
himself with the appearanee of wisdom,
I wavered like a reed, and had no eertain.
hope in life, no well grounded conspla-
tion in death! Thanks be to thee, O
Father! for baving enligthtened me
through thy word, and for having re-
wealed to me these important truths!



]

* What tish does my God requive off
¢ for all the richés of Iis merey ant

favour  That T shoald leabn. eutwn
ful and dejected: lifé; tormamt’ and come
sume tiry being, und rensunee even the
thost imnoett e oymefits ef Wviswiorids
No. Phe Alimightyrequiterme to enjoy
the world: without abusing i6, t-He-al.
wys cheerfali os Srmting 8o is: goods
tiews, anid, suppor¥dly Hig prace. tobe
buppy in afaivinfal-oBmlivicstihisotme:
thundinertss: forvhatureriie favmmisitte
he lins given s Bt ety to o i
e miontlaskinig andwiost rWWHAL o>
For o goolldimyenition vwhatiean bemory
. allicttriity Boorns el oF ontrwek
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fare, to be satisfied with his dispensati-

ons, to be enabled to ask and hope all |

that is good from his paternal kindness!
How delightful the sensation of internal
peace which accompanies the resolution
and sincere éndeavour to act constantly
with rectitude and generosity! Were all
men to supporteach other in social uni-
on, to bear with patience the faults of
others, and not envy their prosperity ; if
they were slow to anger, willing to for-
give, and honestly active to ptom?te the
generalgood, what a blessing would it be
for mankind! what a paradise would be
this earth! And this is what the precepts
of our religion demand. Were they ge-
nerally followed this is what they would -



- R6
produce, It is true that, as a Christian,
I must not allow every thing to my
heart ; and it is nol always easy for me
to do without what appears pleasing te
me ; but even this prudent self controul
is the work and sign of reason enlight-
ened by God. Many are the advaatages
arising from it to mankind. Moderation
and temperance preserve health ; aeco-
nomy and industry secure from poverty ;
sincerity in word and deed render me
worthy of the esteem and affection of
good men. It is at all times advantage-
ons to be virtuous, always dangeropste
be wicked. How conypesed must I foel
when I have quicted the storm of pas-
sion in my besem 5,Wh? I beginto e
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»

master of my will, to guide with reason
the blindness of inclination, not to desire
forbidden enjoyments, and to be eontent-
ed with the moderate pleasures permit-
ted me by God and my conscience! And
bow wamberless are the pure delights
‘which remain for me to enjoy with the
strictest piety! The calm satisfaction of
on affoctionate friendship lightens the

burden of my vocation; the beauty of
anture in the cheerful seasens of the year
revives my spirits 3 nay even the lahour
1 perform becomes my pleasure, when

thou, 0 Lord! art pleased to crown it .
with blessings and success, Encreasing
strength to- my soul ‘through the wis-
dom .of God, the gratification of my



wishes in the joyful consciousness of his
love,are the works of his Spirit, who
enlivens my senses, and satisfies me with
food and joy.

My only trouble is that in my combat
against bad inclinations I am notalways
victorious. My discontented spirit of-
ten sighs, * who, Lord ! shall deliver me
from thesin that dwells within me, *’
Be pleased, O my God ! to strengthen,
support, and comfort me in my weak-
ness, and let me never lose the sense of
it; but at the same time let my belief
never fail me! I hear the friendly voice
of my Redeemer. My grace is suffici-
ent ; my strength is mighty in the weak .



I then unbosom myself to him ; my troue
bled heart becomes strong in faith, and
Jjoyful in prayer ; I can do all things
through Christ, whose assistance makes
me strong. If my conscience testifies to
me that I fear God with sincerity, no-
thing can entirely cloud the cheerfulness
of my soul. I suffer patiently ; for God
ismy comfort; 1 labour with alacrity ;
for God is my reward,

Even were there no Heaven, it would
be good to be a Christian ; but when
eternal justice, when the love of God to
man, when the natural duration of my
immortal soul, when reason and revela-

tion prophesy 4 future life; is it not
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prudent te prepare for it by purity of
heart and holitess of behaviour? Is it
pot our felicity to live cheerfully and
- diejoyfully in the fove and foar of God ?



A PRAYER.
hd .
¢“BE KINDLY AFFECTIONED ONE TO

ANOTHMER WITH RBOTHERLY LOVE"

( Romans. xii. x.)

Oumniscient God ! Thou seest the

- heart, and sineerity is pleasing uate
thee ; thou kmowest even the most secret
theughts and emotions of my seul. How
ceuid I conceal from thee that in the offi-

cipusness and beneficence which I have:

hitherto showm towards others, I have
ot been ajways impelied by the purest
sad noblest motiveg? How often bus it
heppened that at the time when I pre-
tended te promote the welfare of others
alone, ¥ thought more of myself than of
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my neighbour! How seldom was my love
for other human beings as pure and sin-
cere as thy precepts might expect from
me! O ! forgive me, most merciful Fa-
ther ! this _uncﬁaritableness, springing
partly from the corruption of my nature,
and partly from my own wilful fault.
Let thy spirit change my heart, and re-
-move from it all hypocrisy andinordinate
self love ; that I may indeed constantly
endeavour with all my strength to pro-
mote my own welfare, but that I may
also strive to advance the happiness and
prosperity of others equally with my
own ; that when I do to any man with
my limited powersa service of friend-
ship, I may not be so interested as toask,




ing

%,

syeelf, what amends will be made me
for it ; that I inay not dispense my be-
nefits with a view that they may beseen
and celebrated, thatI may avoid the
bad opinion of mankind, or free myself’

- from véxationand ibjury. These when I

do gdod uirast rot be my .only aims ; but
-zinty thy apprebatien, O God ! be ever
tar more t6 me than &} the praise I cap
obtair from men! May thy hbly com-
“mandments be thie rule of my proseed-
ngs! Ttis thy wil that I should degoodd
-to others ; thow hast formed me for the
purpove that I should oentribute nty
imite to their advanéagé. Tothiaénd'thou
~haiit: eudéwwed . mee ‘with somnany’ pewers
+af mid and-bokly ; that 1 tight-enploy
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them according to thy will for a blessing
to myself and the benefit of thy crea-
tures. Tothis end thou givest meso ma.ny
opportunities to rejoice the afflicted, to
befriend the poor, and support the deso-
late with adviceand assistance, For pur-
poses so laudable and so well pleasing
to thee I was redeemed by thy Son. atthe
price of his blood ; and he has left me
the highest example of his admirable
love of mankind ; O! may it therefore
be my earnest wish and my Jjoy to do
good to my fellow creatures ; to be use-
ful to every one as far as is in my power
with the gifts which it has pleased God
to confer on me: to promote the welfare

of others, with good advice, witlfpraise -
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. and approbation, with prayer and heart-
felt wishes, equally with my own happi-
ness; and, likemy God and Saviour, to
become a benefactor to mankind. O!
thou spirit of love! Come to my heart ;
change ‘me into the image of my God;
ereate in me the true sentiments of disin-
terested fr}endship towards my brethr-
en, who, like me, are creatures of my
God, redeemed of my Saviour, and re-
Iated to me by the ties of one common
pature. Give me wisdom to make an ad-
vantageous use of every opportunity to
promote the welfare of others ; excite me
todo.good with alacrity and willingness;
that { may not suffer myself to be long

entreated ; nor encrease the anxiety of the



afjetad by delaying: my snindance ; thiut

I'may ngt humbis thage who: stand ..

need: of my- Welp by heughly wosds s
demgeanour, byt shape wikh thess the.
feqlingp of, theix, misery; buh edeavouss
tocomfort theym with kinddiscoumeanth
mpanes, aod, ap:far an pomsible to tnanm
quillisg and sejpjca.them;: that the-offer-:
ing, of, my beueficange and good: werks:
may not be displeasing to thee, O: God:d
but rather that L may become a.shares
in thyinvaluahle promises and blessings,
¢¢ Blessed is the man who consideseth the
““poor ; the Lord shall)deliver him iy
¢“the time of trouble; the Lord shalk
¢¢ comfort him on his sick bed ; he shal}
“‘cause him to prosper on the earth>
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“he who hath pity on the poor lendeth
““to the Lord ; and he will reward
*him. The Lord will give unto all
“men according to their works, praise
“and immortal life to those who seek
“his Salvation,”” All this mayst thou
fulfill in me, O God! for the love of
the Lord Jesus Christ, lmy Saviour!
Amen,
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AN EXHORTATION TO
CHRISTIAN WATCHFULNESS,
A PRAYER,

O God, who art faithful, and in
whom I trust! who through thy great
wisdom and kindness hast decréed to .
turn from me all that might be hurtful
to my soul, and to conduct me through
various trials and temptations into ever-
lasting happiness ; vouchsafe to give me
also the prudence to imitate thee in this ‘
respect, and to reflect seriously on the
many enemies of my welfare with whom
I am surrounded, and on the necessity
of being watchful to avoid the snares
and delusions of sin. From withinI am

assailed by so many bad inclinations,
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prejudices, inordinate desiess, and per-
nicious habits ; from without by the se-
ductive example of a great multitude of
singers, by so many destructive opinjons
and conversations, by so many incite~
meits to pleasure, to anger, to careless
deviations froms reetitude and truth, O}
how imprudent it weuld' be in me to re-
maia thoughtless and secute amidst so
many perils which surround me on every
side, and with the psopensity toevil ate
herent te my nature ! How oon may sa
frail » creatuse beled away by the power
of bad .inelinations, or tempted by the
delusions of a.simful workd! How easily
may:a ‘word :be spoken, by whiéch the
oomigiencs:i8 'wounded:; how sbon. :aa
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actiom -mey he ocommitéed. whieh muy
min my happiness, rob me of my peace
of miud, and perkaps for ever deprive
me of thiy faveus! For it remains wnesr-.
“tpin, whebher, afier the penpetration of
an unlawful deed, 1 may coms to myvelf
again, oy, enchained hy ein, he led astray
to farther transgressinns. How wnepeak-
able would be my misery, if I were to
became so unfortunate asnot to lovethee
sqy more asmy Father, O most merci-
ful Ged! ne mere toleok up to thes
with filial confidence ; wo. more dare to
" hope with certainty in thy blessing and
support ; but on the contrary to trembile
atthy justioe, and te livesa constsnt fear
of thee! O ! most gracious Father !
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~ allow me no more to go onwards in
thoughtiess security, Open my eyes that
I may see, in all their magnitude, the
dangers into which my soul may fall,
Awaken me through thy word, that I
may be ever watchful and temperate ;
that with a prudent caution I maynearly
observe the desires, the thoughts, and
the emotions of my heart; that I may
well consider what and how Iam to
v speak, that I may not offend with my
lips ; that I may carefully avoid all oc-
casions of evil ; that I may not trustevery
one ; that I may not inconsiderately fol-
low the example of idle worldlings : that
1 may avoid the company of sinners ;
y &, excite myself constantly to. the practise
é\?umvumﬁ
OF
o OXFORD '
i
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of every virtue by a remembrance of thy
divine commandments and promises ; la-
bour with fidelity in my vocation ; and
amidst the various temptations to anger,
fear, or love, to illicit enjoyments, to
light discourses, and other sins, I may
always 50 conduct myself that the reso-
lution to fear thee, and to actjustly, may
never departifrommysoul. O! how tran-
quil I may- be, if I always walk thusin
thy presence with quiet obedience ! with
what comfort may Ithen, with faith in
my Redeemer, rely on thy love and fa-
therly care! Thou wilt strengthen me in
my weakness, Thou wilt through thy
might remove from me the perils which

might be hurtful to me. Thou wilt, .

-~
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: ihrbugh-th)'; spigit; semétify 1iyy ~devirdm

governmy thougiis aud senses: streagyth-

en me o combat :sinful lsppetives: sl - '
temphations, and-gracimnsky acooutplish, .

the good.work thouhast comimemced it
me, Thou art ithful, O.Goed? Thou
wilt net suffer metobedeinpted abovemy
power -of resistance, ‘buit willl muakerthe
temptation havesarch mnend:thit d can
endure it, and joyfully smy: ‘God is uny
shield ; I am -assured and fean mothing,

Faith is the victory,-with whichi ‘over-
“*come the world. 1 am assured shit aci-
*ther high nor-deep, neither angebsi nor
““men, neither things presentuor:tocome
‘*shall divide me frem the love of God
““in Jeaus. Christmy Lord and Sevioust’




— o ——

4 '

To whom be honour and praise, now.

and evermore! Amen.






DAILY RENEWAL,
A PRAYER.
*‘PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHICH AFTER
GOD 18 CREATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS
AND TRUE HOLINESS.”
( Ephesians 4, xxiv,

O God my Father! who didst in the
begining create man after thy image!
and, when he lost that perfection, didst
make the most gracious dispositions to
raise him once more to that state of glory
through the operations of thy spirit ;
with what words shall I praise thee?
'How shall I worthily proclaim thy good-
ness, in that thou hast been pleased to
conimence in me the great work of the
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reinstatement of thy divine image, and
hast alreadydoge so wmugh fowaeds its ac- -
complishment? While I wasyet a child,
before I could ask it of thee, thou didst
cleanse me from my sins, didet bring
forth holy inclinations in my heart, and
didst prepare me for the entrance into thy
glorisuskingdom, Ot had I but willing-
Iy resigned myselfiat all tinmves to the sane-
tifying power of tlry spirit! had I never
through the patural perversity of my
heart, or at least not threuch wilfulsins,
opposed apd prevented the goed werk,
and culpably estranged myself anew from
my likeness unto thee! cast me netawny
O my Father! on this account from thy
presence, and take not thy hely spirit
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from me. Preserve in my soul the good
resolution, which I have formed, to
"amend myself daily, to stibdue every -
‘bad incliriation, to renounce all perni-
‘cious habits, and to be¢ome a new and
‘Holy being. "And as without thy divine
‘assistance, I 'can as little change as cre=
“ate myself, let the seeds of thy power-
‘ful wotd bring forth in me, ‘O my
"God! 'the pious ‘sentiments, the :pure
'dééirés,"dnd the holy resolutions which
“are necessary if T'am fo be finally re-
“newed ‘and elevated fo -tliy likeness,
'Give me the true wisdom to be guided
by thy fear in all my concerns. Give me

the sentiments of thy beloved Son Jesus
" Christ, that T may do thy will with
“qiiet rédigration; that I may in-all
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Rlings geck thy-glory and nat my pwn;
éhatiny.greatost joy maybe to lave thee,
wospeak with thee in prayer, to,sear up-
mards unto thee with .the feryency
wof devation, .to lgak on the.world with
2 quiet and &asily igdifforence, toaspine
wbiay-to what jis - eterpal! - Endow me
threyigh thy word, with the necessary
-vigaur to become,sich.in every virtue !
«Grive qne the spirit of patience, of hum-
ible. self abasemaent,.of tranquil affubil-
-ity,of genorpsity in pardoping, .of com-
* ;passion, of undissembled charity! . Gixe
~me -gtrength of .mind to snmmand my
‘4emper, -to subdue. my anger, to .con-
«quer the .allurements of the senses, to
-sule over the excitements of envy, apd

sith centinual watchfuloess to prasegye
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py whole nature in the strictest order !
Guide my if‘vc_linqt'i‘q('ls ,toy_gggglp all ‘tl)_g!;
is good, praiseywprthy, and well pleas:
ingtothee! Fill.my heart with the sen-
timepts of thy divine love, that, strength- -
#ned hy them, I may he capable of sur-
monnting all the difficulties which might
ga5y gr.oppose my zeal for. good warks,
#hat I may remgin faithful to the fruth
jeven upto death ; that I may not suffer
nyfear of man, gny attachment, any gain
«or loss, to mjslead me from what js right,
_and prizenpthing inthe pniverse so high-
Ay asthy favour and a clear conscience.
May my soul -he ever directed towards
i thee jn.ts gantemp]ations as far as possi-
. ble; may my bpdy be a temple sacred unto
thee, apd my whole conductan offering
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weli p\eagiug unto thée and'a continual
act of worsfup Withdraw not from me,
O my Fatlier! thy divine assistance: give
me at all times ihe will and the accom-
'plishniént enlfgﬁien comfort, sustain
me’; réjoice and sanctlfy me entlrely with
thy divine word thatT may e ‘preserved
blaméless both in soul and body unto the
‘the day of the comiug of my Lotd Jesu's
Christ, who will'then mike my mortal
- body to become like unto his glorios
body.O ! how I shallpraisethee, whenmiy
mind renewed in all its seutimentsis form-

ed after thylikeness ! How Ishall réjoice

when my then immortal 2bb’dy- approaches

thy throne, and as a new being I shall
for ever contemplate thy counténance 'ri_ix-
spiring everlasting gladness! ‘Amen, -

[y



A PRAYER.
CAST ALL YOUR CARES ON THE LORD;
FOR HE CARETH FOR YOU.

1. St, Peter, Verse 7.

Now to Thee, O faithfol Preserver
and Father of thy creatures, to thee I
. recommend my afflictions and the di-
verse oares which put me to disquiet.
Theu alone camst remove thein from
my heart: - to thy wisdom aud goodness
1 conmmit them all. -In thy hands dre the
destiniesof mankind ; Thou hust to eteh
mau assigned his- days of Happmess awd
of sorrow, Witli all iy reflections and
endeavoars; I should ot have it o my
pewer to avert what it is thy pleasure
o itfploss onr-ime. O give me but 'the
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prudence to comply with these circum«
stances. Guide me to the proper means
for lessening the cause of my affliction.
Grant me steadiness to trust in thee with
a firm belief and comforted spirit even
in the midst of adversities,. Thou art
the Almighty; no danger is too great'
for thee to remove, Thy wisdom knows
the way to restore me to rest, and to the
enjoyment of undisturbed prosperity. In
Thee I liope; Thou art my Ged, my
Father, reconciled to me through
Christ ; my chief consolation: to Thee:
~ I herewith surrender all my affairs and-
- concerns. Guide Thou the hearts of men
my best advantage. Let all that givesme
pain have a happy conclusion, Fulfill in
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me thy promise, that they who faithfully
seck thy help shall not be confounded.
Yes, [ believe, and I am certain that I
shall yet see the goodness of the Lord in
the land of the living. The Lord is my
strength and my shield ; in him my heart
Iopes,and Iambelped. The Lordis with
thosewhoareof a troubledheart ;hehelps
those whose spirit is castdown. O Lord!
look on my grief and my wretchedness,
and forgivemeallmysins. Forsakemenot,
Lord,my God! Hasten tostand by me, O
Lord!my help! whyartthou so heavy, O
my soul! and“why art thou so disquieted" :
withinme? O put thy trust in God; for ’
I will yet give himthanks, which is the
help of my countenance and my defence.






A PRAYER.
COMMIT TAY WAY UNTO; THE LORD,
AND PUT THY TRUST IN HIM, AND
HE SHALL BRING IT:TO PASS,

37. Psalm, Verse v.

To. thee, O, Father whe art faithful
and; in whom I trust, I recommend .al}
my undertakings and designs, my.trou-
hles, apd my. cares. Thq_u osderest. my.
destiny with goodness and wisdom,; Thou
hastthepower to makeall cincumstances
tend to my. best advantage.: but I, with
all the ciscumspection I can employ. in
my; affaixs, may easily. fall on some thing
contrary to my trug interest, I knownot
whatwill happen in future,. [MW
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little coufide in the favour and assistance
of men. A singleaccident mightsuddenly
destroy the greatest part of my hopes.
To thee, O Omniscient, and Almighty
Ruler of the whole world! I surrender
myself with all my designs and occupa-
tions, Thou hast seen from all Eternity
what is necessary for my true and lasting
welfare. Thou guidest the hearts of men
according to thy wise counsel. Thou hast
* promised that to them who love Thee all
things shall turn out for the best. I hope
in thee : let me not be confounded ; go-
vern my thoughts, that I may ever do
‘what is pleasing to thee. Bless my un-
dertakings, Guard me against the at-
tempts of those who are not favourable
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{o me. Lead me but in the ways that are
well pleasing unto thee, Strengthen in
my Soul a lively confidencein thy mercy
through Christ Jesus. Establish con-
tent in my too often unquiet heart. Pre-
serve mein the hope of those joys that
await me in a better world, So shall I
care for nothing anxiously ; Thou Lord!
wilt bring all things well to pass. Amen.,






A PRAYER.
WHAT I DO THOU KNOWEST NOT NOW;

BUT THOU SHALT KNOW HEREAFTER.
. 8t, John. 13. vii.

O Lord! Thy counsels are inscruta-
ble! Thou knowest what is for my temp-
oral, and eternal advantage. I cannot see
far into futurity, and I discern not at a
distance the term to which it is thy will
to lead me through unknown ways. Per-
haps the succeeding events of my life
might be far more lamentableifI had
net to endure at present this slight nn-
easiness. Perhaps it is thy will to save
me through this bitter medicine from a
ﬁalady, which might have destroyed my
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Soul. And how often hast thou couduct-
ed many ofthy children through the dark
_ piths of afliction info# cheerful, pléa-
sing eountry of temporal happiness, of
honour, and of pleasure, O Omnisci-
ent! To thee will I resign mysétf corisol-
ed, in quiet content, with afl 'have and
am; I will not choose how, whére, or
how long I might live; Iwill give my=
self up free from care info thy paternal
hands ; will with prayer and diligencé
hope in thy providence, and for the rést
expect from thee, by faith in Chirist,

" whatever may be good for me, Finally ¥

shall discover that thy purposes were the

best, and that my wishes weré vain of

dangerous. How joyfully shall [tHank
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thee when thou shalt have brought my
sufferings to an useful and blessed termi-
nation for me ; with which conviction I
may then say ; All the ways of my God
are nothing but goodness and truth to
them who fear him ; the counsel of the
Lord is marvellous , and He bringeth all
gloriously to pass! O Israel! God is
therefore the comfort of him who is of
a pure heart. My soul is tranquil in God
who helpeth me.
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A PRAYER.
@GOD 18 MY ROCK, IN WHICH I TRUST.

All that I see around me in the world
is changeable and subject to decay. Thou
alone, O highest, most perfect being ;
art through thy own strength ever ex-
istent, hadst never a beginning ; hast no
alteration, no death. and no annihilation
to fear. In Thee lies the source from
which all other things derive their origin,
their strength, and their happiness. I also
have Thee to thank for my life and wel.
fare. In whom then should I now place
my trust in more perfect confidence than
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in Thee, Almighty God'! Innumerable
millions of creatures. have existed before
me ; how many exist at present, and will
yet arise after me to remaip here for 3
short time, and then disappear from hence
for evex | But Thou, my£¥ad! remainest
a5 thou art, and thy yesrs base po ead:
Thy .powess do not decay ; thy counsel
atendsener firm. Letahis then o the roek
of my conidence Fhere £sa God ; an eter-
nal, 2 conseuvt, an uschangeable found-
stian for my trust. Thee, Father. of all
beings | Fhee will I everhumbly worship,
Thee will § adhiringly adore as she
source of all pesrfection, in Fhee will 1
place mp chick- confidence in every ox-
ngmcg Lord: God' Thou art onz sefuge
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for ever and ever} before the mountains
were, and the earth and the world were
formed, Thou art God of all eternity.
From Him, through Him, and in Him,
all things are: To Him be honour and
praise from eternity to eternity! Amen,




.



ON THE EFFICACY AND
BLESSING OF PRAYER,,
‘“BUT, LORD, I MAKE MY PRAYER ‘

UNTO THEE IN AN ACCEPTABLE TIME.”

.

(Psalm, 69. xiii. )

How great is the privilege which it
Las pleased the Almighty to grant to me,
in common with all his children, that,
when I commune with him in stillness, I
may pour forth my heart with all its
cares and sorrows into his paternal bo-
som! O thou most High! what am I,
dnst, earth, and ashes, that I dareto ven=
ture addressing myseif to thee ? and thou
art pleased not only to grant me access
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to thy presence, but even graciously to
. invite me, and command me to apply to
thee for all I want, with the most ecer-
tain assurance that thou wilt listen to
my supplications as long as my requests
are conformable to thy wisdom, and my
eternal welfare. I praise thee. with my
whole heart, O my God! for this inef-
fable goodness. Alas! if prayer were not
our consolation, how many of thy chil-
dren would sink under afflictions! Bug
thy .comfortable word tranquillizes,
strengthens, and revives all those who
believe in thee ! and my soul, depolate
without thee, most gratefully gcknow-
ledges this thy goodness,
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When my conscience recalls to me
the sins of past years; when my daily
fanlts and frailties fill me with repent-
ance, shame, and anxiety ; I then flee
unto thy mercy in prayer, and I find,
through the merits of Christ, repose for
my troubled sowd ; when caresand afflict-
ions have broken my spirit, and I in vain
look round me on earth for the succour
of which I stand in need; I then ap-
proach in prayer the throne of him who
rulcs heaven and earth, and also my con-
cerns; of him who can turn to my best ad-
vantage whatever happens unto me. In
the secret communications of faith I can
trust my whole heart to this friend, ‘who
knows the best means to saveand deliver



me; who gives methe wisest counsel,
whilst he governs my thoughtssothat I
may walk o the surest paths. Often when
I find that the love of God grows cold
within e, because my soul still clings
too much to objects of sense, I endea-
vour to raise myself to God in prayer ;
I set before my eyes his goodness, his
mercy, and his fatherly affection; I
praise him for the overflow of benefits
which he daily showers upon me, and for
all the consolations which he has given
me in his Son, my Saviour. YThese re-
flections awaken my dormant love ; my
lukewarm heart begins again to glow;
and my God becomes my joy, my de-
light, and my chief desire. Often when
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I feel a reprehensible indifference for my
brethern, and still oftever find it diffi-
cult’ cordially to forgive slanderers; I
then begin to pray for all mankind, and,
by the example of my Saviour, petition
God for my enemies: O! how seon my
uncharitable disposition is then changed
and altered! How easily emotions of u-
niversal benevolence and brotherly love
are excited in me! Pleasure loses its
empire, when I converse intimately with
the Most Holy; avarice has no power
over me, when I supplicate the Father
for everlasting treasures, for righteons-
ness, peace of mind, and strength’ of
soul for all goodness, 1 can never bee-
levated with pride whilst I often humbly
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tretind myself of my faults before God
it prayer. T can never long torment those
‘with whom [ liveby peevish impatience,
‘whilst I often b:éath out my thoaghts
to him who has born with me patieatly
for so many years. O how strong I feel
myself i the labours of my vocation,
when I pray! How greatly is my confi -
dence in the help of God encreased !
How powerful becomes my faith when
I priy! when I remind my heavenly fu-
ther of his promises, his trath, his cove-
nant, and of the sufferings of my Divine
Meédiator ! My heact then hopesin him,
and I can alinost say that 1 am alrcady
héelped i foi T cast all my cares on him

- who eternally careth for me, How sa-



5

hrtary it is to have God alwiys before
our ‘eyes in prayer ; to take comfort in
‘his wisdom and goodness; tostrengthen
‘ours¢lves in virtue by reflecting on his
“righteousness aud justice ; to reform and
inodel eurselves after his sublime image;
and frequently to remember how vain
arethe joys of this world, how unstable
is every thing under the sun, and how
undeserving of our-affection all that is
tramsient ; while God aloune is worthy of
our love aud capable of Tendering ‘us
truly happy!

Spirit of prayer, and of thelove und
- fear of ‘God ! preserve in my soul these
-good reflections! Bring ‘forth ‘those



devout aspirations, which are known to
God alom.a,‘ when [ cannot otherwise
pray! Sanctify my whole heart, thatthe
offering of my lips, unclean by nature,
may be well pleasing unto God! Esta-
blish my faith; inflame my frigid tem-
per with the love of mny Creator, that,
as much as in me lies, I may raise my
thoughts unto him, resign myself con-
stantly unto him, petition him for all
that is good, sanctify all with thanks-
giving, and performall things to his
praise. Then may this or that advantage
be wanting, or fade away; may the
- judgements of meu defame me, may
friends be false, and enemies vutrageous;

may the whole world forsake me: to
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thee, O Lord! I pray in all these times
and circumstances ; and thou, O Lord!
hearest my voice, and “vouchsafest to
help, deliver, and comfort me; O how
great the blessing that I am allowed to
pray! constantly in all situations I will
come before God in spirit with prayers
and supplications ; I will commend un-
to him my repose and my actions, When
I awake in the night I will commune
with him on my couch ; and inthe day
wherever I am or whithersoever I go,
I will think of him and sigh unto him.
In my joys I will cheerfully thank him ;
in my troubles I will seek consolation
in prayer: I will consccrate my whole

life as an offering wi.to him through
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prayer : and in my last hour I will
breathe out my soul to him and fall
asleep praying ; Father ! into thy hands
I commit my body and soul. Lord

Jesus ! receive my spirit! Amen.



 THANKSGIVING IN
PROSPERITY FOR
TEMPORAL BLESSINGS.

Praise the Lord, O my Soul, for
heis gracious, and his mercy éndureth
Jor ever. Who can sufficiently express
the love of our Heavenly Father? In
what manner shall I celebrate his tender
mercies ? Too justly had my transgres-

sions deserved chastisement and punish-
ment ; and he has graciously forgiven
my faults, has rejoiced me with the
good things of his house, and has lent
_ ‘unto me more prosperity and honour
than 1 could have dared to ask or to

hope. Father! I am not worthy of the
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mercy and truth which thou hast shewn
unto me. So many are in need around
me, and have to strive with cares and
sorrows in their misery, eat their bread
witﬁ sighs, and lead a life of hardship,
forgotten or despised by those above
them; and whatam I, O Lord! more
than they, that thou hast brought me
forward, hast” blessed my endeavours,
hast inclined the hearts of men to-
wards me, and hast placed me in cir-
cumstances so advantageous unto me ?
O! I will praise the Lord unceasingly;
his praise shall be evermore in my
mouth. The wretched shall hear it and
rejoice, when I share'my blessings with
them, Celebrate the Lord with me, and
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exalt kis holy name ; for he doeth mare
vellous things ! He hath also done mar-
vellously by me. Me also hath he con-
ducted happily according to his hidden
wisdom. O ! happy are they whose help
is the God of Jacob, whose hope
standeth fast in the Lord, their God!
The Lord careth for the stranger and
the fatherless ; the Lord hath pleasure
in them who fear him, and hope in his

tiame.

Grant me, O Father ! the wisdom to
make a right use of the days of my pros-

- perity; teach me to look forward from
my present cheerful situation in life to

a distant period when perhaps sorrow
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and cares await me as well as those whe

are indigent and despised. Preserve me

from the sin of vanity, into which weso
easily fall when we have what our hearts
desire. Make me, through the operation
of thy spirit, kind to the poor, indulgent
to the faulty, and mild to those who are
obliged to obey me; that I may never
forget what I am, a frail mortal, whose
good fortune may soon be overturned,
whose health may swiftly be destroyed,
nay whose life is in constant peril of
death: that so I may not proudly exalt
myself on account of any gift of thine;
but in all things render hononr to thee
alone; that [ may be contented with the

present, and uot be continually torment-
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ing myself with new wishes. Thou art
at all times, O my God! tar dearer to
me than many thousand pieces of gold
and silver; thy friendship is more preci-

ous to me than all the favour of the

great, and all the love of human beings.
To thee I will live; thee I will sérve
during my prosperity, and thee I will
also praiseand celebrate in the midst
of sufferings. O give thanks unto the
Lord, for he is gracious; and his

mercy endureth for ever. Amen.,
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3.

Be calm, O Christian! wait the time
Allotted for thine ease ;
Resigned consider how sublime,
How wise thy God’s decrees !
He is thy father ; loves thee ; knows
What suits thy peace ; and that bestows,

4.

This sapient Father knows the hour
When woes, when joys are best :

Be faithful ; own his guardian power ;
That power will make thee blest,

While yet thou weep’st a pr’ay to fears,

He soothes thy grief, and dries thy tears.
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Not always shalt thou vainly bend ;
More perfect joy may come
Returning, like an absent friend,
Long distant from thy home.
The God, who now thy patience proves,
Is still a Father ; still he loves,

6.

Then tread the path thy God ordains;
Be to thy duties true ;

Confide in Him ; his help sustains ;
His blessings still are new:

For never never will He leave

The faithful who inhim believe)






PATIENCE UNDER
SUFFERINGS.
A HYMN.

Father ! from thee my grateful heart
Takes joy or sorrow, bliss or smart;

In thee, whom nought but love can guide,
With full assurance I confide,

Omniscient! Thou alone canst know
What truly forms my weal or woe ;
For thou alone hast understood
What sorraws here bring endless good
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A shorter or a longer pain
Can never be endured in vain,
The bitter root sweet produce brings,

And fairest light from darkness springs.

When all is gloom around my head,
My soul oppressed to pleasure dead,
In thee I trust; O God ! my night

Is turned to day ; for thou art light,

Despond not, heart, be undismayed ;
For God thy burden on thee laid :

He knows thy wants ; he krows thy grief ;
And be can give thee sure relief.
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‘How often when my tears have flowed
His hand unlooked for help bestowed.
The night had passed in sad annoy,

And morning brought me peace and joy.

How oft I thought no hope remained,
And mourned aloud, and thus complained ;
““Where art thou. Lord! Ah!seest thounot
¢“Thy servant and his wretched lot ?”*

Thou saw’st me weep thou heard’st mesigh ;
- And lo! thy gracious help was nigh.
Mine eyes were clear’d ; my bliss I saw,
And thanked my God with grateful awe.
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How many souls are doomed to bear
The weight of heart corroding care !
With trials God his servants proves,
And oft he chastens those he loves.

Let all who have his mercy tried,
All who to him for aid applied,
Let pious souls proclaim if e’er

He scorned the patient sufferer’s prayer.

. 'The day will come, or swift or slow,
When joy and praise shall spring from woe;
When grief ¢éndured shall sure obtain
Whole years of bliss, for hours of pain.
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Before perhaps this life’s decline
The meed of suffering may be thine ;
Before thy tears have ceased to flow
Perhaps may God his aid bestow.

Look up unto thy Saviour ; when
No comfort thou can’st gain from men,
Unfold thy griefs to him above ;
For great his mercy and his love.

He, friend of man, like us for years
Inhabited this vale of tears;

Thy tears are present to his sight.
Aud he to help thee has the might,
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And, help he will. Be not dismayed ;-
He keeps the promise he has made:
¢« Thee, faithful soul! I will not leave ;

¢ Be of good cheer! In Me believe,



CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE
A HYMN.

- Grant me, O God'! a tender heart
To act the kind and friendly part,
To love mankind, enjoy their weal
And all their cares and sorrows feel ;
A heart devoid of envy, hate,

Mean selfishness, and harsh debate ;
A heart to toil and labour prone

For other’s good as for my own,

Whene’er the needy 1 espy
O may I to their succour fly,
To share with them who hopeless grieve,
The blessing I from Thee receive !
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But be no vain Desire my guide
To fill my soul with empty pride,
The homage of the world to claim :

Ah! no. Their comfort be my aim!

May this my true religion‘ be.

My views though others may not see;
My heart be zealous for their good,
Unknown, nay e’en misunderstood.
O be they by my care relieved

With help and counsel unperceived!
Nor wait I thanks for favours given,

But serve my brethren serving heaven,

A drop from the refreshing wave,
E’er want and thirst the blessing crave;
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A glance of comfort I bestow

On those o’erwhelmed with anxious woe;
A counsel by my lips expressed

To those by sorrow’s weight depressed ;
No service sinks, however small,
Usamarked by thee, O. Lord of all,

When malice hastes to raise debate
O let me quench my brethren’s hate ;
And ne’er a slanderous tongue émploy
My neighbour’s quiet to destroy ;

But to his worth give pxaises due,
And hide hie faults from publick view.

Vengeance is thine, O God of light!
Thou spakest the word “ I will requite’
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O let me then securely smile

If man defame me or revile;

Grant me with heart sincere and free
To pardon him who injures me.
Love him who hates me, and no less,

E’en should he curse me, him to bless.

Yet not shortsighted be my view
My neighbour’s welfare to pursue,
To seck alone his earthly joy:
Let higher aims my thoughts employ ;
His bliss eternal be my care,
For endless joys his mind prepare,
Promote his good with heart and voice,

And in his lasting bliss rejoice. .
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O give me strength, my efforts speed
The doubtful to direct and lead ;
Their faith to strengthen, and allure

From danger’s path the too secure!

Bless my endeavours, gracious Lord !
To spread thy pure, thy holy word ;
Deign thou thyself, O God on high!
My soul’s desire, to sanctify ;-

Through love and fear of Thee to prove

An active and fraternal love!

‘“Who loveth not his Neighbour, ne’er
In heavenly joys can claim a share, **
O be this truth, my God imprest
Indelibly within my breast !






CONFIDENCE IN GOD.

A HYMN

l"

Dishonour not with murmurs vain

The God who framed thy heart for joy ;
¢Tis thine life’s burden to sustain,

And cheerfully thy hours employ.
The troubles of our short career’

No Christian can repine to see ;
He strives to make them useful here,

And humbly worships God’s decree.
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11

Thy lot was cast by Heaven’s high will ;
Receive it thankfully resigned ;
Content those duties to fulfill,.

Which with that lot thy God combined.

His care parental gives thee powers,
Life, vigour, health; thy wantssupplies,
To use what He bestows is ours,

And in that use our glory lies,

111,

Good from his blessing may alight
more on thy neighbour than on thee:
Thy envy why should this excite?
Think, who is God ? and who are we?
Kuew He not well the boons He gave,
What suited thee and others best ?-
It He but rule, protect, and save,
What fails thee for thy peace and rest.
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Thou lookst with envy on the great ;
No pomp, no honours deck thy brow :
Alas! they sigh beneath their weight ;
And oft a moment lays them low,
Abundance may not be thy meed :
*Tis self deceit to wish for more;
Abstain from what thou dost not need ;
Sufficient then will be thy store.

V.

O Lord! Thy bounty has supplied
Enough to give me cheerful days;
My grateful heart, be thou my guide,

Above all anxious care to raise,
With duteous zeal thy mercies own,
Rejoicing humbly in thy light,
'To love, to fear, trust Thee alone,*

Be ever my supreme delight,






ETERNAL LIFE.

A HYMN,

-

l.

A few short days of trial past,
A blest eternity we gain ;
And changed to full content at last
Are all complaints and worldly pain:
To reach the goal here virtue. tries,
And there obtains the glorious prize,
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11.

*Tis true the good, e’en here on earth,
Some blissful moments oft may share ;

But still their joys in real worth
Imperfect, unsubstantial are.

Man still is man; and his repose,

His peace of soul has ebbs and flows,
111,

This bustling world, the body’s pains
Disturb that peace ; and oft concealed
Within his breast a foe remains,
More apt to conquer than to yield :
‘While others’ faults too oft we find
Impatiently distract his mind.
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IV,

‘Where virtue suffers, vice prevails,
As often here must be their lot ;
Where envy happiness assails,
And' misery’s anguish is forgot ;
‘What hope that here we long can be

From sorrow or from weakness free ?

V.

Here I may seek ; but thereshall find:
There, holy and made perfect, feel
The worth of an immortal mind,
Its wondrous worth, its bliss and weal,
The God of love shall there adore,
And love and praise him ever more,
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VL

Thy boly will, O Lord! shall there
My will and welfare be confessed ;
Thy matchless bliss my soul shall share,

" And be in its existence blessed ;
Convinced by gain on gain how great
Thy mercies and my happy state.

VII.

What darkly -here on earth I saw

I there shall view distinet and clear;
And struck with reverential awe

Bless what inscrutable was here.
My gpirit then with thanks and praise
Shall own coherence in thy ways,
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Vi1l

There to the throne its offering bring
Where God, my Saviour, is revealed,
And ¢ Holy, Holy, Holy, >’ sing
To Him whose wounds my sorrows healed ;
There join the heavenly choir, and raise

To Him the song of love and praise,
lx.

With angels then, like angels pure,
The joy unmixed my heart shall prove
Amidst the just, with step secure,
To tread the path of peace and love:
My good shall then their pleasure be,
And all their bliss a bliss for me.
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‘X.’

There shall I'greet in semblance meek
The teacher who my footsteps led, ,

The ways of God who bad me seck ;
‘Millions of blessings o’er him:shed{;

And.from my Saviour’s hand receive

The friend for whom on earth I grieve,

X.

Perhaps some righteous spirit there
( May God the bliss extatick give! )
To me exclaims ““ All hail ! Thy care,
Thy counsel taught my Soul to live, **
O God! what rapture ! what delight

To save a soul from realms of night !
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X11.

How few, how light our sufferings here
When weighed with Glory’s boundless tide,
With joys still blooming to appear,
Joys never never to subside ?
*Tis but a moment of distress

Compared with endless happiness,

FINIS.
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